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1. Introduction 
In 2016 the regular activity of the Czech national group ALAI continued. The representatives of ALAI Czech Republic participated at the ALAI Ex Com meeting in Paris where the chairman of the association, Rudolf Leška, confirmed the association´s interest in organizing the world congress in 2019 in Prague. At the end of the year, the chairman represented the Czech national group in the work of the Executive of ALAI in Rome where, among others, it was approved and confirmed to organize the ALAI world congress 2019 in Prague. 

ALAI Czech Republic continued the educational activities and organized several seminars concerning the copyright issues and the connected activities. At the end of the year ALAI Czech Republic commenced the preparation of the ALAI world congress 2019 to be held on 17-21 September 2019 in Prague. Its principal agenda will cover collective administration and licensing. This topic deals with several significant milestones in the national and European copyright law.

Detailed information on the activity of the group can also be followed on the www.alai.cz pages, which are regularly updated.   

2. Activity in 2016  

The main activities of the ALAI Czech Republic Association remained in 2016 the holding of seminars on various aspects of copyright and copyright related laws. Although the seminars were primarily intended for members of the association, they were still publicly accessible. 
Seminar 17 February 2016 - EU Regulation on portability and the Czech Position (Prague) 
ALAI Czech Republic prepared another seminar from the European Commission's package that focused mainly on the EU Portability Regulation. The contribution titled “General position of the Czech Republic on the draft regulation on the cross-border portability of online content services” was presented by Adéla Faladová from the Ministry of Culture. Subsequently, room for discussion was left. Documents on the topic can be found at the web the pages of the Ministry of Culture. The resulting observations and practical information became valuable guidelines for the Ministry of Culture in negotiations with the European Commission. More information at: http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=19 
Related to the above is the release of a new book on geoblocking, in which our member Marketa Trimble participated: Geoblocking and Global Video Culture http://networkcultures.org/blog/publication/no-18-geoblocking-and-global-video-culture/), and her article that can be downloaded at:  
http://www.alai.cz/files/Trimble_The%20Future%20of%20Cybertravel.pdf
Seminar 16 March 2016 – Copyright disputes in trademark law - registration practice of the Industrial Property Office (ÚPV) ​​​and decision-making practice in inter-partes proceedings (Prague) ​
ALAI Czech Republic prepared a seminar on copyright elements in the trademarks law, focusing on the registration practices of the ÚPV ​​and the decision-making practice in inter-partes proceedings. The paper was presented by Dana Neprašová, Head of the Department of Appeals of the ÚPV. Subsequently, room for discussion was left. Presentation of the lecture is available at: http://www.alai.cz/files/ALAI_D_Neprasova.pdf. More information at: http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=20
Seminar 22 April 2016 - New Slovak Copyright Act (Prague) 

ALAI Czech Republic prepared a seminar on the new copyright law in the neighbouring Slovakia. The paper was presented by Tomáš Mikš, in-house counsel for SOZA, a member of the Re-codification Commission on the Slovak Copyright Act No. 185/2015 Coll. (PDF presentation is available at: http://www.alai.cz/files/Novy_slovensky_AZ_ALAI.pdf), followed by traditional discussions. The text of the Slovak act can be found for example at: http://www.zakonypreludi.sk/zz/2015–185.

Lecture 13 May 2016 – Freedom of Panorama (Prague) 
ALAI Czech Republic prepared a seminar in May on Section 33 of Act No. 121/2000 Coll., the Copyright Act. Rudolf Leška took part in the seminar as its presenter. There was a presentation of Pavla Sýkorová, who is constantly addressing this issue. A detailed discussion followed. More information at:  http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=22
World Congress ALAI 15-16. 9. 2016 - Applied arts and intellectual property law - an uncertain border between beauty and utility. 
A large delegation from the Czech Republic took part in the World Scientific Congress in Rome with a title on the topic of dealing with copyright and industrial protection of works of applied art or design. More about the congress at http://www.alai2016.org. The members get a copy of the conference proceedings. 

Scientific committee meeting - 14 December 2016 

On 14 December 2016, an initial meeting of the scientific committee was held, which is responsible for the program of the congress to be held in autumn 2019 in Prague. 
There was also a regular meeting of the assembly of members (1 September 2016), Prague, and a pre-Christmas meeting (6 December 2016) at the offices of Vyskočil, Krošlák and partners. 

3. Management of the association 
The association’s management was balanced.
The association’s income in 2016 was made up of contributions of members (CZK 62,500) and income from seminar participants from among the public who paid a symbolic fee covering the rent and other costs of the seminars (CZK 1,500). 
Outline: 
Income: CZK 62,500 out of which:
· CZK 61,000 – membership contributions (4 membership contributions for 2015 were paid in 2016, 1 membership contribution for 2016 was paid in advance in 2015, 1 membership contribution for 2017 was paid in advance in 2016).
· 1,500 CZK other income (fee from non-members for their participation in seminars).
Expenses (including VAT): CZK 58,069.35, of which:
· CZK 37,503.35 contribution for the International Literary and Artistic Association for 2016;
· CZK 2,678 – purchase of advertising items (wine);

· CZK 2,118 services (translation);

· CZK 168 www.alai.cz domain;
· CZK 10,144 rent;

· CZK 566 webhosting;

· CZK 2,892 www.alai2019.org domain;
· CZK 1000 lecture of ALAI CR members;
· CZK 1000 administrative fee (notification of trade)
The association does not maintain a reserve fund. 
4. Association’s bodies and officials
The general assembly is the association’s supreme body. It was held on 1 September 2016.
The association’s executive body is the board of trustees of five members. Its composition did not change in 2016: 
· Zuzana Císařová

· Rudolf Leška (chairman of the association)

· Jakub Menčl (deputy chairman of the association)

· Ivo Telec

· Petra Žikovská

The chairman is the association’s governing body. Rudolf Leška was the chairman during the whole year. 
The controlling body is the control commission of three members. Its composition did not change in 2016: 

· Jiří Štaidl

· Kateřina Štechová

· Vojtěch Chloupek

(it has to be noted that the public register wrongly registered the date of formation of the office as at 16.12.2014)

The officials were registered in the group register maintained by the Municipal Court in Prague. 
5. Membership base 
In 2016 the membership base was further expanded. As of the end of 2016 the membership base had 59 members.
6. Addendum: Financial statement 2016
Follows on separate pages.
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