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1. Introduction 

In 2017 the regular activity of the Czech national group ALAI continued. The representatives of ALAI Czech Republic participated at the ALAI world congress in Copenhagen, Denmark. Rudolf Leška and Jakub Menčl jointly represented the Czech branch in the work of the Executive of ALAI in Paris. Organization of seminars continued. 

ALAI Czech Republic continued intensively its preparation of the world congress ALAI 2019 to be held on 17-21 September 2019 in Prague. The subject matter of the congress will be the new challenges in collective administration and licensing. ALAI Czech Republic was actively searching for partners for the congress, drafting the preliminary agenda, contacting potential speakers or guests, dealing with the marketing support, creation of questionnaires (with a significant assistance from the Masaryk University in Brno – dr. Koukal and co.) etc.

ALAI became a member of the working group of the Chamber of Commerce of the Czech Republic for collective administration and has attended its meetings irregularly as an expert adviser.

Detailed information on the activity of the group can also be followed on the www.alai.cz pages, which are regularly updated.   

2. Activity in 2017

The main focus of ALAI's task continued in 2017 to be the holding of seminars on various aspects of copyright and copyright law. Although the workshops were primarily intended for members of the association, they were still publicly accessible. 
Seminar 24 January 2017 - Seminar on the EC´s second copyright package (Prague, DILIA) 
ALAI Czech Republic prepared another seminar from the European Commission's package that paid particular attention to the draft directive governing the copyright law on a single digital single market and the draft regulation on copyright rules for some broadcasting. 

The introductory word of this issue was given by Adéla Faladová (Ministry of Culture). Subsequently, Petra Žikovská (IFPI) dealt with the issue of the music industry. In conclusion, there was room for discussion, in which representatives of industry (in particular book and music publishers, TV broadcasters, film producers, etc.), practitioners and academics also expressed their views. The resulting observations and practical information were valuable guidelines for the Ministry of Culture in negotiations with the European Commission. More information at:  http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=28
Seminar 9 March 2017 - Limits of copyright protection (Prague) 

ALAI Czech Republic prepared a seminar on the limits of copyright protection. The introductory speech and the lecture with space for questions and a subsequent discussion were presented by Petr Prchal, who is also the author of the book Limits of Copyright Protection (Leges) that was inaugurated on this occasion. More information at:  http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=28
Seminar 11 April 2017- E-Commerce Directive (Prague) 
On 11 April 2017, ALAI prepared another of a series of seminars planned for this year, this time on the Directive on Electronic Commerce, aimed at discussing Article 12-15 of the Directive, inter alia in relation to the draft Directive on the copyright on the single digital market. Eva Martincová, as a former employee of the European Commission, first introduced her paper and then opened the floor for questions and discussion. More information at: http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=29
Lecture 28 April 2017 – Intellectual property and antitrust and the rights of privacy and freedom of expression as they relate to the intellectual property law (Praha)

On 28 April 2017, ALAI Czech Republic prepared two lectures. On the initiative of Prof. Boháček (University of Economics, Prague Metropolitan University) guests from abroad were invited, specifically from The John Marshall Law School, Chicago, USA. The first lecturer was Daryl Lim (Center for Intellectual Property, Information and Privacy Law) who lectured on intellectual property and antitrust. The second lecturer was the constitutional lawyer prof. Michael Seng, who lectured on the rights of privacy and freedom of expression as they relate to the intellectual property law. More information at:  http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=31
Seminar 9 May 2017- Unified Patent Court (Prague)
ALAI Czech Republic prepared a seminar at which Vojtěch Chloupek gave a paper on the issue of the Unified Patent Court and related civil and procedural challenges for Czech lawyers. At the same time, there the comments on the act on inventions from the C.H. Beck workshop was inaugurated. More information at:  http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=30
World Congress ALAI 17-20 May 2017 - Copyright - To Be or Not to Be (Copenhagen) 

A numerous delegation from the Czech Republic took part in the World Scientific Congress in Copenhagen with the provocative title Copyright – To Be or Not to Be. The detailed program can be found at the Congress website (http://alai2017.org/). The members were issued a copy of the compilation of the congress papers. 
Seminar 9 June 2017- Geoblocking Laws (Prague) 
In June, ALAI Czech Republic was pleased to introduce Prof. Marketa Trimble of the University of Nevada, William S. Boyd School of Law, who led a seminar on Legal Geoblocking Issues. Prof. Trimble has been studying geoblocking systematically. The theme was/is particularly relevant in the context of the draft content portability regulation. More information at:  http://www.alai.cz/index.php?uid=32
Seminar 18 October 2017 - Current development of the Geoblocking regulation (Prague, Academy of Sciences) 
In relation to the geoblocking theme, ALAI Czech Republic Association with the Institute of the State and the Law of the Academy of Sciences of the Czech Republic organized a colloquium on the copyright issues of the portability regulation (2017/1128) and the geoblocking draft regulation (later adopted as Regulation 2018/302). 

There were also traditional, less formal events like the summer meeting of the members in Žofín (Prague, 22 August 2017) and the Christmas party at Café Záhorský (18 December 2017), always associated with the assembly of members.

3. Management of the association 

The association’s management resulted in a loss of CZK 678.

The association’s income in 2017 was made up of contributions of members (CZK 55,500) and income from seminar participants from among the public who paid a symbolic fee covering the rent and other costs of the seminars (CZK 2,500). 

Outline: 

Income: CZK 57,500 out of which:

· CZK 55,000 – membership contributions (7 membership contributions were no paid in time in 2017, 1 membership contribution for 2017 was paid in advance in 2016, 1 membership contribution for 2017 was paid in 2018, 3 membership contribution for 2016 was paid in 2017).

· 2,500 CZK other income (fee from non-members for their participation in seminars).

Expenses (including VAT): CZK 58,178.00, of which:

· CZK 38,833.58 contribution for the International Literary and Artistic Association for 2017;

· 2xCZK 566 webhosting;
· CZK 168 www.alai.cz domain;

· CZK 440 travelling expenses;

· CZK 6,055 rent;

· CZK 6,295 refreshments, incl. the assembly of members. 
The association does not maintain a reserve fund. 

4. Association’s bodies and officials

The general assembly is the association’s supreme body. It was held on 22 August 2017 and 18 December 2017.

The association’s executive body is the board of trustees of five members. Its composition did not change in 2017: 

· Zuzana Císařová

· Rudolf Leška (chairman of the association)

· Jakub Menčl (deputy chairman of the association)

· Ivo Telec

· Petra Žikovská

The chairman is the association’s governing body. Rudolf Leška was the chairman during the whole year. 

The controlling body is the control commission of three members. Its composition did not change in 2017: 

· Jiří Štaidl

· Kateřina Štechová

· Vojtěch Chloupek

(it has to be noted that the public register wrongly registered the date of formation of the office as at 16.12.2014)

The officials were registered in the group register maintained by the Municipal Court in Prague. 
5. Membership base 

In 2017 the membership base was further expanded. As of the end of 2017 the membership base had 63 members.
6. Addendum: Financial statement 2017
Follows on separate pages.
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